
AGRICULTURE & NATURAL RESOURCES 

Misty Wilmoth 
LaRue County Extension Agent for                              
4-H Youth Development Education 
Email: mwilmoth@uky.edu 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 
Marla Stillwell 
LaRue County Extension Agent for           
Family & Consumer Sciences Education 
Email: marla.stillwell@uky.edu 

Cooperative Extension Service 
LaRue County 
P.O. Box 210, 807 Old Elizabethtown Rd. 
Hodgenville, KY 42748-0210 
(270) 358-3401 
larue.ca.uky.edu 

Adam Thomas has accepted the position as 
your new Extension Agent for Agriculture 
and Natural Resources Education.  His first 
day will be on July 3rd. 

The LaRue County Cattlemen’s Association will not meet in June or July. 

They are looking for help for a June 20th cook at Dow Corning. If you’re 
available, contact Kelly at 270-528-6272. 

The Extension Office will be closed on Monday, June 19th and Tuesday, 
July 4th in observance of the Juneteenth and Independence Day         
holidays. 
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Kiersten Wise, Plant Pathology Extension Specialist  

Farmers are annually concerned about corn disease, and this year will be no exception. Corn is moving through 
growth stages quickly, with much of the early April-planted corn approaching the ten-leaf stage, or V10. This 
growth stage has become a popular stage for a fungicide application timing with high-clearance ground    
sprayers, and there have been questions about what diseases are prevalent and how to monitor for disease 
presence to determine if a fungicide application is needed in 2023.  

To date, weather across most of Kentucky has not been conducive for foliar disease development. Most of the 
state has experienced low rainfall and low humidity for several weeks, and this combination slows or prevents 
disease development. Even with spotty rainfall over the weekend, most areas will still be at reduced risk for 
foliar disease at this time. 

This said, it is never too early to scout for disease and monitor your resources to determine where and when 
disease has been reported so you are ready for action, if needed. 

One of the most important corn diseases to monitor in Kentucky is southern rust. The fungus that causes 
southern rust does not overwinter in Kentucky, but spores of the fungus move north on wind currents and 
weather each summer. You can track the movement of southern rust by watching the map on the                 
cornipmpipe website here: https://corn.ipmpipe.org/southerncornrust/. On the map, red counties/parishes 
indicate that southern rust has been confirmed by university/Extension personnel. To date, no counties have 
confirmed southern rust that has been reported on the corn.ipmpipe, but I have heard from my Extension   
colleagues that the disease is likely in the Florida panhandle. Southern rust typically arrives in Kentucky in    
mid-July, and whether a fungicide will be needed to manage southern rust at that time will depend on the 
crop growth stage at the time it is detected in your area. Fungicide applications may be needed to manage 
southern rust through the milk (R3) growth stage. More information on southern rust can be found here: 
https://cropprotectionnetwork.org/publications/an-overview-of-southern-rust. 

Another disease that can be monitored on the cornipmpipe website is tar spot. Tar spot is a new disease in 
Kentucky, with only two counties having confirmed disease in 2021 and one county with confirmed disease in 
2023.  In all cases, tar spot was not observed until mid-September and did not impact yield. This is a disease of 
concern in states to the north, and you can monitor real-time confirmations at https://corn.ipmpipe.org/
tarspot/. No tar spot has been confirmed in the United States in 2023 to date. More information on tar spot 
can be found here: https://cropprotectionnetwork.org/publications/an-overview-of-tar-spot. 

If considering a fungicide application in 2023, remember to scout fields first and check hybrid resistance 
ratings prior to fungicide application. Hybrids that are moderately resistant or resistant to foliar diseases (like 
gray leaf spot) are less likely to demonstrate an economic response to fungicide application. 

Scouting over the next few weeks and just prior to tasseling can help determine if fungicide applications are 
needed.  Although disease levels will continue to build over the course of the season, University research     
indicates that foliar fungicides applied at tasseling or early silking (VT-R1) provide optimal foliar disease control 
for diseases like gray leaf spot compared to applications that occur earlier or later in the season. For southern 
rust, a fungicide application may be needed through milk (R3). Management of tar spot will be on a case-by-
case basis at this time. Always check with your county agent for updates on the diseases present in your      
specific county and for their help determining if management is warranted. 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

3 pounds new potatoes, sliced 
1 teaspoon salt 
1/2 cup sliced green onions 
1 8-ounce container plain Greek yogurt 
1/2 teaspoon freshly ground pepper 
1/2 cup light blue cheese dressing 
1/2 cup crumbled blue cheese 

Place potatoes and salt in a large saucepan and bring to a boil, Reduce heat and simmer 7-12 minutes, until 
potatoes are tender. Drain and cool. In a large bowl, stir together the green onions, yogurt, pepper, blue 
cheese dressing and blue cheese crumbles. Add potatoes and gently stir to coat. Chill for several hours and 
serve. 

Yield: 8, 1/2 cup servings 


