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As we prepare for the end of harvest season and begin to transition to the mindset that winter is around the corner and            

preparations need to be completed.  Now as we roll out of the fields or rotate livestock out of pastures is the perfect time to collect 

soil samples to prepare for next year’s growing season.  Our area is still seeing the effects of slight drought, but some late October 

rains provided some much-needed relief.  It is imperative due to less-than-ideal growing conditions this fall that producers evaluate 

grazing pastures and hay supplies.  The time has come to consider how to market weaned calves and cull cows.  I encourage       

producers this year to add value and consider vaccinating, castrating, and feeding those calves through the weaning to capture 

more premium at the local markets.  Also, as we are seeing solid prices across the spectrum now is the time to cull those open 

cows due to lack of rain and tight hay supplies. This is the time to keep those heifers and sell those nonproductive cows.  Decisions 

made in the next few weeks can have an impact on the profit and loss of your operations, we at the extension service are here to 

disseminate information to help you make those decisions.  As I wrap up this month’s newsletter, I want to stress the importance 

to take the time and enjoy the season, spend time with friends and family.  Have a blessed and Happy Thanksgiving!!  



This is the first year under the new recertification rules for pesticide licenses. The new regulations emphasize earning continuing 

education units (CEUs) to maintain licenses. With the new rule, commercial and non-commercial pesticide applicators and           

operators will need to have 12 CEU hours earned within the last three years to renew their license. In addition, at least one CEU 

must be in each of the categories held by the license holder. Each year during license renewal, CEU hours for the previous three 

years will be checked. 

So, both commercial and non-commercial pesticide license holders should check their CEU hours periodically on the Kentucky   
Department of Agriculture website. This KDA website will have users create an account, then they can check their hours or the 
hours of persons in their company. Only hours earned within the past 3 years will appear for each licensee. 
Persons needing CEU hours have until November 30 to earn those hours. The Kentucky Department of Agriculture maintains a 
schedule of approved meetings on their website which is updated periodically. Included on this list are in-person meetings, on-line 
webinars, as well as on-demand training. People needing hours should check this schedule periodically as new CEU opportunities 
are added regularly.  Hours must be earned by November 30, after that date they will be credited to 2024. 
Persons wanting to relicense that do not meet CEU hour requirements will be subject to losing their license as well as a $200 fine to 

relicense. 

Ric Bessin, Entomology Extension Specialist 

Source: Jeff Lehmkuhler, UK beef cattle specialist 

Weaning is usually a stressful time of year for calves. Limiting weaning stress in beef calves can increase their daily gain. Calves 

often experience four types of stress: physical, environmental, nutritional and social. You can help them avoid or minimize these 

with proper management.  

Physical stress usually happens during long periods of standing in working facilities, mishandling in the working chute and hauling 

to a weaning facility. Castration and dehorning during weaning can significantly increase stress, so castrating at birth and            

vaccinating before weaning will help decrease this type of stress.  

Environmental stress can be man-made or a product of the climate. The weaning pen is the main human-induced factor in this type 

of stress. When you transfer calves from a clean pasture to a dry lot, it can add stress as they are not familiar with the new          

surroundings. Plus, moving calves to dusty dry lot, where they walk around in a confined space turning up dust, can cause            

respiratory problems and decreased weight gain. Climate issues such as rain, ice, snow and wind are out of your control, but you 

can try to plan weaning time to avoid those conditions.  

Social stress is usually caused by removing the calf from its mother. While this is an inevitable part of weaning, you can decrease 

the stress by using a cross-fence method. The cross-fence method is where you separate the calves from the mothers with a good 

fence that will keep them apart, but allow them to be nose-to-nose. This will keep the calves calmer and separation won’t be such 

a large issue. Even with more distance, as long as the calves can see the cows, it will reduce stress levels.  

Nutritional stress happens when calves are transitioned from a milk and pasture diet to a stored forage and grain diet. You should 

have high-quality pasture available to calves during weaning time in the spring and the fall.  For fall weaning, calves can graze fields 

cut for hay that are beginning to regrow or stockpiled fescue fields. Fall weaning pastures should be grazed or clipped between mid

-August to mid-September to allow enough time for regrowth.  We recommend turning calves into the pasture when grasses are 8 

to 12 inches tall and letting them graze until grasses are 3 to 4 inches tall.  

Pasture weaning really does offer a lower stress alternative to the conventional dry lot weaning programs. It reduces the            

environmental and nutritional stress simultaneously because calves are already used to pasture and their diet doesn’t drastically 

change. To have success with this method, it will take planning on your part regarding high-quality, available pastures.  

https://www.kyagr-apps.com/AgExternal/Security/Account/Login
https://www.kyagr.com/consumer/documents/ES_TEST_AGR_CEUSchedule.pdf


Source: Jeff Lehmkuhler, beef extension specialist 

After an unseasonably warm and dry fall, we are facing the consequences of a lack of meaningful precipitation, including dormant 

pastures and limited forage availability. 

Many beef operations have already started feeding hay. A challenging spring for making hay and limited late summer rain could be 

leading us to a hay shortage this year. 

Hay will be cheaper when stocks are higher, shortly after being made, in comparison to February when stocks have declined. 

Inventory your hay stores now. This is as simple as counting the number of bales for each type (round, large square, small square, 

etc…) you have. Hopefully, you have a rough idea of how much each weighs. Weight of round bales will depend on size, forage 

density, forage type and cutting. Our colleagues at Texas A&M created a nice publication on bale weights. From their work, a bale 

that is 4 feet by 5 feet may weigh 880 pounds while a 5-by-6-feet bale could weigh 1,584 pounds. How dense or tight bales are 

when made will impact the weight. Bales that are 5-by-5 with a density of 9.5 pounds per cubic foot may weigh 935 pounds, while 

the same size bales with a density of 12.3 pounds per cubic foot will be near 1,200 pounds. 

The point here is that when you can, buy on a weight basis rather than the bale. Also, if you are not certain what your bales weigh, 

when inventorying, estimate on the low end rather than assuming the bales are extremely heavy. 

Determining how much hay you will need is your next step. Hay needs are a combination of storage and feeding losses and animal 

intake. Hay losses during storage can range widely depending on your storage method. Storage in a barn could be 5-10% while hay 

stored outside on the ground uncovered may have losses of 25-40%. A significant amount of loss from outside storage is due to the 

bale wicking moisture from the ground and having significant rot on the bottom of the bale. If you set bales on a gravel pad, it will 

allow precipitation to drain away. 

We will again be offering free hay (dry and 
high moisture) testing this year.  Sampling 
will begin this month if interested contact 
the LaRue County Extension Office at         
270-358-3401 or email                                 
adam.thomas@uky.edu to get on the list.   
 

It is still not too late to submit soil        

samples.  Fall is the perfect time for      

applications of phosphorus, potassium, 

and lime.  

In conjunction with the Universities of Wisconsin, Florida,             

Minnesota, The Ohio State University and Utah State University, the 

University of Kentucky will host Zoom sessions on everything from 

reproductive issues to managing poultry flocks on pasture. The    

following are the upcoming Zoom sessions 

 
Designing a small flock poultry house (November 7, 2023 @ 3 PM 

Eastern Time) 
Managing a poultry flock on pasture (December 5, 2023 @ 3 PM 
Eastern Time) 
Chicken health and wellbeing (January 2, 2024 @ 3 PM Eastern) 
Poultry 101 (February 6, 2024 @ 3 PM Eastern Time) 

mailto:adam.thomas@uky.edu
https://connect.extension.org/event/designing-a-small-flock-poultry-house
https://connect.extension.org/event/managing-a-poultry-flock-on-pasture
https://connect.extension.org/event/chicken-health-and-wellbeing
https://connect.extension.org/event/poultry-101


Scientifically referred to as Lycorma delicatula, the spotted     

lanternfly could have severe repercussions for the state's     

economy and quality of life if not controlled. 

Spotted Lanternfly, Lycorma delicatula.  

By Jordan Strickler 

 
A pest that can disrupt the state's natural environment and inflict 
havoc on multiple industries has entered Kentucky. The 
first spotted lanternfly was discovered in Gallatin County. This 
invasive species could have severe repercussions for the state's 
economy and quality of life if not controlled.  
Scientifically referred to as Lycorma delicatula, the spotted     

lanternfly is a rapacious feeder that attacks more than seventy 

distinct host plants.  

"Spotted lanternfly could pose problems for Kentucky grape producers, those working in the hardwood industry, growing apples or 
hops," said University of Kentucky Department of Entomology assistant professor Jonathan Larson. "These sap-sucking pests also 
create a sticky mess with their fecal material, called honeydew, which can create big messes on residents' property."   
Honeydew is a byproduct of the spotted lanternfly. The insect secretes the syrupy substance during feeding, resulting in the       

development of black sooty mildew. In addition to harming vegetation, this sugary fecal material may entice stinging insects.      

Although the immediate impacts on woodland regions might not be as conspicuous as those in agricultural environments, the    

additional lanternfly strain imposed on the resources of trees may deteriorate their health.  

"Eggs are being laid right now in infested areas," Larson said. "It’s possible that adults could lay their eggs on cars, trucks, trains and 

other modes of transportation that come to Kentucky. Their egg patches look like smears of mud and won’t hatch until next 

spring."  

Correctly identifying these insects is important because they resemble numerous important native species.   

Adult lanternflies are distinguished by stripes and spots on their front wings and a vivid red hue on their rear wings, contrasting 

their bodies, predominantly colored in white, black and khaki.  

Insecticide treatment of potential host trees and eradication of preferable hosts, such as the invasive Tree-of-Heaven, can be     

employed by professionals to mitigate the transmission of these organisms.  

The rapid-growing Tree-of-Heaven can establish itself in both woodland and urban environments, outcompeting native species. 
Although it is frequently encountered in polluted urban zones, roadside areas and railroad tracks, it can also infiltrate natural     
habitats, particularly in wooded regions following harvests. The Tree-of-Heaven can rapidly colonize and establish dense stands 
due to the wind-borne spores it carries, providing a growing environment for the spotted lanternfly.  

“Tree-of-Heaven and the spotted lanternfly have range overlap in the areas they are native to,” Larson explained. “Further, the 

types of areas where Tree-of-Heavens pop up can overlap with areas where the spotted lanternfly may be introduced. They prefer 

to feed on Tree-of-Heaven as older nymphs and as adults.”  

Infested regions may be subject to quarantines and permits, in addition to restrictions on the movement of products like lumber.   

If residents see a suspected spotted lanternfly, send a picture to reportapest@uky.edu and include the county.   

"With citizens' cooperation and help, it will help us to track this pest’s invasion into the state and maybe even slow it down,"     

Larson said.  

https://entomology.ca.uky.edu/ef465
https://entomology.ca.uky.edu/person/jonathan-larson
http://tree-of-heaven/
mailto:reportapest@uky.edu








The Martin-Gatton College of Agriculture, Food and Environment is an Equal Opportunity Organization with respect to education and employment 
and authorization to provide research, education information and other services only to individuals and institutions that function without regard to 
economic or social status and will not discriminate on the basis of race, color, ethnic origin, national origin, creed, religion, political belief, sex, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, pregnancy, marital status, genetic information, age, veteran status, physical or mental  
disability or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity.  

There will be a Cattlemen’s meeting at 7pm on November 14th at 

the LaRue County Extension Service.  


